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www.sciencedirect.comEDITORIALChanges in the Saudi Heart JournalThis issue of the Saudi Heart Journal (SHJ) is the second
produced in collaboration with our new publisher Elsevier.
This new association has provided a stimulus for the Editorial
Board to review objectives for the SHJ. The journal will
remain the ofﬁcial publication of the Saudi Heart Association
(SHA). The format and structure of the annual meetings of the
SHA has been progressively changing in recent years reﬂecting
the increasing strength and status of cardiology and cardiac
services in the kingdom, as well as wider recognition of its
achievements nationally and internationally. This has been
achieved principally by the efforts of the Saudi cardiac com-
munity itself and has been strengthened by close contacts with
other national and international societies and leaders in the
ﬁeld. The vision of the Editorial Board, in conjunction with
the SHA, is to establish the SHJ as the principal medium for
publishing the work of all those actively involved in cardiol-
ogy-surgeons, physicians, nurses, research scientists and other
related disciplines in Saudi Arabia and the Middle East.
The journal will continue to actively encourage the submis-
sion of articles related to original work as well as case reports
which highlight diagnostic and management dilemmas or stim-
ulate discussion. In addition there will be regular reviews not
only of ‘‘hot topics’’ but also of subjects which may be of
particular relevance to those delivering cardiac services in
Saudi Arabia and regionally. A section on continuing medical
education will provide updates on advances in the laboratory,1016-7315 ª 2009 King Saud University. All rights reserved. Peer-
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Production and hosting by Elsevierin diagnosis and in management as well as refreshing core
information for juniors and seniors. It is planned that in each
issue there will be a contribution relating to evidence based
cardiology; again the focus will, as far as possible, highlight
problems of particular relevance to the region.
A major objective for the journal will be to improve its
impact factor and heighten its indexing and citation proﬁle.
Its articles are available through Google and publication in
the journal is recognised by universities in Saudi Arabia for
promotion. Key to winning recognition by Medline and others
is the publication by the SHJ of high quality original articles.
To encourage the submission of articles the board will aim to
achieve a submission to acceptance time of less than six weeks.
All articles will be reviewed rigorously by two or more experts
in the relevant ﬁeld.
With the development of a template for future issues of the
SHJ the board will seek, in collaboration with the SHA, to
establish the journal as a forum for debating wider issues such
as training, professional standards and service planning.
Above all, however, the board will attempt to engage with
its readers to establish what kind of journal they wish to have.
This will be a work in progress.
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